Basic advice about the switch to digital television...
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Sheet 5 — Reception from low-power local relay stations

If you get your TV reception from a small local relay station (typically the station will cover just
a small rural town or a valley, although there are also some in cities) there probably won'’t be
any digital reception for you from these until analogue is switched off. So if it's common
knowledge in your area that there’s no digital reception (ask around) you should delay buying
a digital set-top box until just before analogue is switched off. If you have to buy a new TV set
though (because the old one is worn out) you should get a digital one.

When analogue is switched off you might be amongst the tiny
minority of unlucky people who actually will need to change
your aerial. This is because some of the small relay stations
will use different frequencies after analogue is switched off. If
so, the new aerial will only need to be roughly the same size
and cost as the old one (allowing for inflation of course!) If you
have had really good analogue reception on a small aerial then
a small aerial designed for the new frequencies is most likely
all you will need for digital.

If you want to ‘go digital’ before analogue TV is switched (so you can get the extra channels)
the best way is likely to be BBC/ITV Freesat.

Choosing an installer

The biggest adverts in the yellow pages are often franchise
operations that take a fee for passing your details to local
installers - who might be good or bad.

The best bet is to get a good recommendation from
someone who has had an aerial or satellite dish fitted
recently and been happy with the service they received.

Movre detail on our web site at www.paras.org.uk




